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Plymouth Reliant America
What's New

The K-car station wagon has been discontinued, leaving
2-and 4-door sedans that are little changed from "88. The
optional 2.5-liter 4-cylinder engine gets a slight horse-
power boost, to 100 from last year's 96. Bright paint has
been added to such underhood items as the dipstick and
power-steering reservoir cap to aid in service identifica-
tion. Chrysler says the front-suspension also has been
slightly modified to reduce harshness and improve iso-
lation from road noise. The base engine is a 93-horsepower
2.2-liter four. A 5-speed manual transmission is standard
with the 2.2; a 3-speed automatic is optional with the 2.2
and required with the 2.5. Front bucket seats are standard,
An optional front bench increases seating capacity to six
and is available only with automatic transmission. New op-
tions include a 4-speaker stereo system. Reliant and the

Plymouth Reliant 4-door

identical Dodge Aries, now in their ninth season, were en-
rolled in Chrysler's “America” program last year. The pro-
gram is designed to make these front drive compacts more
affordable by cutting production costs and by offering only
a single trim level with limited options.
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#Handling ®Engine noise (2.2)
Summary

Reliant's main weapon is price, and it's a mighty weapon.
Start with a base sticker of $7495. Even though it's up $500
from "88, you still get a roomy sedan that holds five adults
and a fair amount of luggage. For another $2500 or so you
can add the 2 5-liter engine for satisfactory acceleration, air
conditioning, power steering, tinted glass, AM/FM stereo
radio, a center console, dual outside remote mirrors and a
few appearance items, such as sport wheel covers. That's
around $10,000, still cheaper than many subcompacts, plus
you get Chrysler's competitive warranties against power-
train defects and rust. Of course, K-cars were introduced
eight years ago, and though their front-drive platform
spawned a host of Chrysler products, it's been surpassed by
more refined, newer designs. Don't expect the workman-
ship or quality of materials to equal that of a Mazda 626 or
Toyota Camry, to name two. Don't anticipate the ride and
handling of a Honda Accord LXi, either. Still, equipped
right, the affordable Aries or Reliant is acceptable for basic
family transportation. We recommend the 2.5; it's stronger
and quieter than the standard 2 2-liter engine, doesn't get
weak-kneed with the air conditioner on, and still returns
reasonable fuel economy. The bucket seats are more sup-
portive and comfortable than the front bench, And, drive-
ability is better with the automatic transmission; the 5-
speed suffers notchy shift action.

Specifications .-.:[;“ﬁa notchback
Wheelbase, in. ..........oooniiia.. 100.3 100.3
Overall length, in, . ..................... . 1788 178.8
Overall width, in. . ...........cc0euunn.. 678 67.9
Overall height, in. ....................... 52.5 52.5
Fromttrack, in. ......................... 57.6 57.6
Reartrack, im. ......ccovuniiiian .. 572 57.2
Tum diameter, . . ............ ... ...... 348 348
Curbweight, bs. . ...................... 2317 2323
Cargowol,cu ft. ... ... .. ............ 15.0 15.0
Fuelcapacity, gal. ...................... 140 14.0
Sealing Capacily . . ..viihiii it & E
Front headroom, i, .........co0eceiuua.. as2 386
2-doar A-door
antshouldarrm.in........_........._mg;a“ m&?.rh
Front legroom, maoc, in. .................. 422 422
Raar haadmoom, In, .. .....c..oio inannn 370 ars
Rear shoulder room, in. .................. 588 55.9
Rear legroom, min., in. .................. 351 354
Fowertrain layoul: transverse front engine front-wheel drive.
Engines ohcld  ohcig
Size, Mers/cu.in. _...................... 22135 25153
T e e R L e TBI TEI
Horsepower @ rpm ..................... 93@ 100 @
4800 2800
Torque(bsM)@mpm................... 122@ 135@
3200 2800
Boralabfily ettt bin e et B s s}
EPA city highway mpg
Sspead ODmanual ... .. ... . .. ... 25134
J-apeed Aulomalic S T 24/30 23/28

Plymouth Reliant 2-door




