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EAGLE SX"4 The baby Eagle leaves the nest
CHRYSLER'S NEW K-CAR

Did Uncle Sam get his money’s worth!?
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+ Will Chrvsler survive? The whole
country's been wondering, from Stasz’s
Bar and Grill in Hamramck o the hal-
lowed halls of Congress. Over the Last
six months, speculation has run ram-
pant across the nation’s newspaper
headlines, with precious few affirmative
answers, Lee A Tacocea, Chreysler's
chairman of the board and also fhe nam
who pulled off the most complex finan-
cial clasing m history, imnsists the fornd-

eritip giant must not be allowed o go |

down, Uncle Sam, through the federsl
Il‘hl“' |__::'|_]E|,ri'|'|lll'l.‘ lH'IHJ'El., IELI}-" l'l‘;'l.llt'l.:l“{h-
and hall-heartedy agrecd.

SEFTEMBER 198D
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FHe it taken Your
Cliryvsler Deater to funch?
Did oy sl him' o symifiathy eard?
Wrlf-he zet o dozen voses f.l Y,
Av i takert of your vegard?

Clopirigls 19578 Ly Mk Rusel |l by permission

Amencan car consumers: don't seém

| 16 care one way or another. The lucky

few with cashior credin for a new auto-
mobile are buying Japanese-at unprece:
dented rates: The rest are having
enough trouble just keeping the rent
FHOTOGRAPHY BY GEORGE LEPP

praid and gas in the old bus for the daily
work commute. If there’s one thing that
could possibly shake buyers out of the
doldrumsand put Chrysler back o
the black, it's brand, spanking new
hardware, Afier all the thetoric, the
begging, pleading, and doomsday prog-
nostications, any company hves or dies
o the products it sells, In Chirysler's
case, unsold New Yorkers, Cordabas,
Ramchargers, and Aspens have been
bleeding the very lifeblood from the
corporation every dav, Now, nota mun-
ment oo soon, there's d chance for a
vital transfusion, the K-car,
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“K" is engineering lingo for the car
that will become the Plvmouth Relian
and the Dodre Avies the instant 11
touches down on showroom floors in
three bodv-styles—notchback two- and
four-door sedans and a hve-door wag-
o, Mot |'r]t]\_\.' 15 the K-car the most '-[]I't"
viewed " automaobile in history—acou-
rate phatogr aphs were di spensed
maonths ago to the press, and every con-
gressman was offered a prototype (o
est-drive—il also bears the weightiost
responsibility of any product since the
dawn of free enterprise. This car o8 the
rodayv-and tomorrow of Chrysler. the
very essence of the seventeenth largest
corporation i the country

Cradtfan and Blumenthal,
Add pre weve-natg, §insst,
Andd toeke youer Chyysler Dealer to lurech
He'von the Endangered Lt

Planners had little iden one des)
wotld be so crucial when they first set

pen Lo paper four years ago. The Omni/
Honeon line was almost r:.':uijr for intro-
duction at that time. Americans had just

resumed their big-car buying habits af-
ter Energy Crisis I, encouraged by plen-
tiful—albeit more expensive—huel sup-
plies. The K would replace the Aspen/
Volaré, and, for the first time ever,
Chrysler planners knew exactly whal
they wanted. The “blueprint™ letter that
set development in motion was seven
pages'long, whereas single-sheet de-
scriptions had typically launched new
Chrysler products in the past

What they wanted was a downsized
Aspen/Volare with every bit of fresh
technology Chrysler could afford, “This
wish jelled into a plan that has become
the anly accepted way to build a new se-
dan; a transverse hront-wheel-drive
powertrain; space-efficient, people-on-
ented bodvwork; and maximum mpg
through state-of-the-arl emissions con-
trods, small-displacement four-evlinder
engines; lightweight engineering, and
wind-tunnel aerodynamic tumng,

Four years 15 a long gestation period,
and as the world turned tapsy outside
Chrysler's engineering center, product
planners were tempred 0 bend the K-
car blueprint here and there. The suc-
cess of Malibus, Fairmonis, and, later.
X-curs suggested that perhaps a 99.6-

inch wheelbase was too small; one fac-
tion was anxious for astretch while
there was stll time. Likewige, V-6 en-
gInes became all the FAge, and several
planners wondered if the K-car's four-
evlinder-only design might miss the
ever oscillating market target.

e Ford gang, as it turned out, kept
the K-car true to orgnal concept. Har-
old K. Sperlich; Chrysler's new execn-
Live \':r'c-pr't‘ﬂ[h’::l[ of t‘ngmr:‘ling and
product development in 1977, squeesed
ofl one of those fabled hip shots in the
face of conflicting markel research.
What he did was freeze the K-car small,
as vou zee 1t here, 165 history now, but
the ayatollah proved Mr, Sperlich both
right and preseient. By the time lacocea
came on board i 19749 (followed by an-
other platoon of FoMoCo talent), the k
was preuy much locked in place, need-
ing only Washington-guar nteed cash
o finance 1ts way lhl'uugh developmen
and into the marketplace.

World events ax much as anything

[ ¢lse made the K-car exactly what con-

sumers and the Chrysler Corporation
alike need rght now. Prelimimary fuel-
economy ratings run from 23 to 26
mpg- The four-cvlinder is the engine ol

CAR ard DRIVER
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PLYMOUTH BRELIANT

TicTac Dough

nflation and mterest rates, it difficult for a
person with.a slightly stained credit rating to
arrange linancing with one bank. Chrysler

| had o deal with 400 banks, many very ner-

* From L9878 to 1978, the Chrysier Covporaion
drapfied St fewih place to seoenteenth m Fortune
memazee s ranking of the 300 Lrgest U8, rdus-
trial corpovations, Aecovding fo Fortune, Chrpler's
defucit of S1.1 Slhon dast year “'was not only the
Brrgreit of Pl Year, 8w mave than tuice as i as
any previaushy vecorided i American busires hito-
v aneed grevter than the sales-of 275 af this years
F00. Lovknd ol anobher seay, only fhirteen comp-
riden ook the disd waele i miseeh gy Ghaysler fosf,
Wil Chaysler srvived We ashed Bd Lagham, fi-
nancial editnr of Automonive News, fo ases ffs
chitricer. — i,

Thus fall, American car bovers, the same
ones, who will ultimately decide the fate of
Lee Lacocca’s New Chrysler Corporation, are
going Lo scrutimize the Dodge Aries and
Plymouth Rehant very carefully, because they
believe their tax dollars financed them.

These tixpavers believe that Uncle Sam,
dressied 1o ook like Jimmy Carter doing @n
imnitation of Wink Marandale hosting & hig-
bucks version of T Tac Dough,™ le Tacioc-
ca and his Gang of Ford help thewiselves ag
the 1.5, Treasurv. Youw know, just like 2
South Bronx housewife who gets o peel dol-
far bills off a plastic-and-chrome bush he-
cause she kiows thar dum-de-dum, de-dum-
de-dum-de-dum is the opening phrase of
Mozart's Fine Klee Nachimiuik

Aemally, the loan guarantes wasn't Tacoe-
ca's winmngs. [ smmply let himoand his-belea-
goered company stav in the game a hitle
lenger, The loan-gustaniee act said the U5,
government would guarantee up 1o §1.5 bil-
lion i loans, which Chrvsler had o arcange
isell, The avtomaker also had to rse an ad-
ditiomal 2 billien, on its ovn, through a var-
ety of préscribed means. What that meant
was thial Chrysler would be allowed 1o bor-
cow an additional §1.5 billion, 1o add 1o its.
$4.4 hillion i debr, if it conld perform a few
stmple 1asks that more closely resembled the
twelve labors of Hercules than o gamesshow
sturnk,

Firgt, Chrysler had (o pet more than $450
million newage and salary concessions from
its emplovees, including 3400 million rom
the tepacions and wsually unsyinpathetic bar-
gainery in the AW, After a litde internal
sirugglingg. the union demurred, providing of
course that LAY president Doug Fraser be
allowed Lo sit on the Chrysler hoard of direc-
tors: Everybody agreed, and Fraser was elect-
ed 1o the bonrd ot the annual meeting in
May. The next task was to arrange S650 mil-
lion in concessions from Chiysler's 400
banks: Al the end of lag year; Chrysler al-
ready owed more money than i was worth;
lgundation waukd have slmost paid off the
ereditors but would have left virtally noth-
ing for the shareholders

In these strange egonomic nmes of hgh

|
| vousabour the millions they had already

shapped to Chrvsler HQ, The banks balked
and delaved the entire process, Meanwhile,
Chrvsler inoreased s loss projections asiis
new-car sales hit record lows.

In the end, the banks did come around,
more or less, and olfered (o defer some of
theinterest payments on the previous loans,
which they said was equivalent 1o new loans,
The lpan-guaraniee board, created 1o ensure
that Chrysler would get the Augean-stables
spotless and then keep them clean with s
wise and prodent operting. plan, approved
the banks™ so-called concessions.

Chrysler also was o negotate S4000 mil-
lion in concessions and assistance from its
“Lamily"—that is, the supphers, dealers, and
others with - vested mterest i the automak-
er's survival. Clirysier made a speaal debi of-
fermg of $400 mullion for its family, but the
family went for less than hall thar amount
The 20,000 suppliers, however, did cooper-

ate with Chrysler by not rmsing prices for

nearly d 'year, allowing. certain payments to
be defayed, and not dragging Chryaler anto
hankruptey eourt,

Phere were a tew other minor reguire-
metits as well. For example, Chryster will cre-
atean employec-stock-ownership plan
(ESCHP) under which the hourly employvee on
the line who sacrificed wages can own & piece
ol the company he thearetically helped save.

While all of these tasks were sirenusus for
Chrysler's fimancial people, it was the grovel-
ing, the abuse from congressmen, and the
complete lack of any kind of bargaming posi-
tion that were the most difficult. Tacocca,
never mind he hadn't creaced any ol the
mess, was perfectly willing to roll up hig
sleeves and shovel. His higgest challenge,
however, wis holding back a typically vitnal-
ic lacocea tirade when certain government
officials inspedied every part of his auln com-
pany and made public spart of the ailing au-
tomaker,

Even if the K-car is an overwhelming suc-
cess for Chrysler, the company is sl likely
e lose more in 1980 than the 51,1 billion it
lostan 1979, which: meany that in two years it
will have [ost enough o finance & smidl war
in the Midedle Eagr.

Clearly, it will be vears before Chrysler is
able to e el around completely, even if
the best of all thongy happen. Bankrupicy re-
mains o posstbality, And while it was Boopay-
ers, not Uncle Sam, who bought the first
600 million batch of tederally guaranceed
notes i less than an hour, it the gemerous
old game-show host who will have 1o ante up
if Chirysler should default on any of the new-
et s,

You laven't actually Ginanced those shiny
new Rebants and Anes a vour local dealer-
ship. Bur you may —&d Laphan

az

tone paint jobs, and noi even a hacch-
back to confuse the issue.

These are strictly mainstréam, mid-
dle-of-the-market machines, so don't
look for a Relant RS or an Aries Rising
just yet, Supposedly such iterations are
on the drawing board—along with two-
seaters, mini-iricks; and larger sedans
using K-car compenents—but for now,
the three basic body sivles have heen
charged with the responsibility for 43
percent of Chrysler's 1981 business,

Have you chucked your Dealer wunder the chin,
Huwve you told him, for fi you'll pray?
[hid you ke him a batch of ehicken soup
Il wos el him o Hlave a Niee Doy ?

Mo small feat. The K-car does have a
tong hill of attributes that should help it
blaze like a laser beam through Detron’s
darkest hour. This is ancther of those
genuinely small cars packed with an as-
tonishingly roomy interior, SAE mea-
surements {used by the EPA (o catego-
rize cars) spot the K-car just slightly
smaller than an X-car in front, buca bt
larger in both back-seat and trunk room-
mess. Outside, the K rides on a fve-
inch-shorter wheelbase than the X-car,
i3 six inches shorter overall, and 15 just
a touch wider. Inside, Chrysler supplies
seatbelts for five or six people {depend-
ing on whether the front seats are buck-
ets or a bench), and the EPA has anoint-
ed this a “midsize’ car (but just barely),
After our preview rides at Chrysler’s:
Chelsea proving grounds, we can add
that a Reliant or Ares will cirry four
quite comfortably, with room lor one or
two more in a pinch. The trunk is a use-
Ful Hiteen cubic feet beeause the spare
tire lies flat and the fuel ank is weked
forward, under the rear seat.

The big-mside/litde-outside trick was
pulled off the usual way. Up bfont
there's a new 2.2-liter engine specifical-
ly designed for sidewinder duty. For
Chrysler’s first new powerplant in twen-
tv years, the design’seems a bit archaic:
fong of stroke, lacking a crossflow cylin.
der head, and smck with a so-called
“bath«mub, double-quench™ combustion
chamber, The good stuff does include
an aluminum cylinder head ({cast by
Fiat), a beli-driven overhead camshaft,
jewel-like hydraulic valve-lash adjusters,
and a sophisticated feedback carburetor
wired to a three-way catalytic-converier
emissions-control svstem. Weigh  the
good and the bad as you like; but every

CAR and. DRIVER



# lt's one thing for Ghrysler to build
good cars, 1t's another thing to sell them
1o & public deeply skeptical of the corpa-
ration’s ability 1o survive, After all, no
one wants to part with his hard-earned
grecnbacks only to find, six months later,
thiat his friendly Do-dge dealership has
turned its showroom into a roller disco.
Even chief honcho Lee A, Tacocea ad-
mirs Chryﬂer is still teetering on the
brink. If it doesn't move every one of its
new front-drive units, he'll tell you, the
company is sunk—lnan guarintess or fo,
JH: Pyle, ﬂr.c--prm‘.dunt. LS, automative
sales, says its been rough being “the sub-
ject of the longest-running joke Johnny
Carson ever had " Harold K, Sperlich, ex-
ecutive vice-president, engineering and
product development, allows that we've
gt Lo turn our image around, from losers
to underdogs.” But exactly how does
Chrysler plan o trammqgrify from Chir-
lie Brown Motors into the Underdog Car
Company? How will it win back the pu‘n-
lic's confidence?
“We're trying to position ourselves as
having tremendous confidence in our

‘Bud Liebler, director of merchandising.
“We started our advertising campaign
abour “The New Chrysler Carporation’
last December, And we've carried it

compire." Then we came out with the
Chrysler Sausfaction Guarantecs pro-

products—which, frankly, we do," says.

through with Mr, Tacocca saying, "We're:
not asking you 1o buy, we're asking you i

CanWe Dolt?

gram, which offers a 40-day mﬂmy-bﬂck-f

guarantee tF)'n-u don't like your C
produce. And we instituted the $50 Lest:

drive offer, There's nothing stronger you

can sy about your products than those
tWo programs,

©UWith the new K-bodies, we'll continue

with hard, direct product _a,d\rertmqg 10

get p-.-ﬁptc to come i and compare, We

think it's the right car for the tmes,” Lie-
bler iy into the company spiel with I:au;h
feet now. "We want the car to speak for
itself," he continues, ""We just want m:gﬂ.

people into the dealerships to look at the

cars, o drive the cars, to feel the cars; o

compare the cars. We think tsey will sell

themselves

‘There's even ralk that Frank Sinatra,
O}’ Blue Eyes himself, may champion
Chrysler by acting as ils spokesmin—
free, no lessi—if some details cin be
worked cut, Meanwhile, admits Liebler,
“we're all just holding aur breath, saying
‘Come on, Ociober, come o, Dcmbur ey

Chrysler is alsa nmn:l:g' an internal

public-relations campaign to bolster spir-

its and foster better ummhlyqunllt}r The
theme s ""We fan do i, and sinee last

Januiry that slogan has been plastered on
bumper stickers and tacked 1o the walls of

offices and assembly plants alike, “We're.
gﬂdng up for phase two now,” 1a3r.i1..ic-
bler, “the ‘We are doing it' campaign.
Phase three will be the “We did it' cam-
paign.” Ity cithet that or ‘raller discos.

—Rirh w

SCPTEMBER 1980

aspect of the design is at least justifi-
able. The long stroke produces the nec-
essary displacement within a short over-
all ‘engine length, a very important con-
sideration in transverse lavoutls, The
non-crossflow design locates both in-
take and exhaust systems to the back;
where they package neatly over the
transaxle (i la VW Rabbit}, The early
engines we tested were spunky for the
job: reasonably smooth, competitive if
not all-conguéering in acceleration, and
surprisingly thrifty with fuel if earlv EPA
predictions are accurate; (See the per-
formance printout and specifications
that follow. We've held off bar graphs
until we have production K-cars to com-
pare with the competition.}

A Mitsubishi-made 2.6 Silent Shaft
four-cylinder is the optional engine. It's
available only with Chrysler’s three-
speed automatic ransmission at the
moment, 56 the combination is only a
mite speedier than the four-speed 2.2
powertrain, The bigger engine is
smoother and guieter, and both four-
and five-speed boxes are under devel-
opment for it. Right now, the little en-
gine's four-speed shift linkage is what
we'd call non-controversial: more di-
rect-acting than an X-car’s, not quite as
positive as the new Ford Escort's,

The real surprise here is not under
the hood, but rather under the fenders,
The suspension hardware is similar to
the Omni/Horizon's {some pleces are
interchangeable), but the tuning came
off like no Chrysler in the history of
mankind. This one works, The damping
is—dare we say—right up to European
levels of firmness and rock-and-roll con-
trol. Understeer is well in check, and we
measured a respectable 0.71 skidpad g
on very skinny Goodyear Arriva tires.
The steering actually feels atached to
the wheels all the way through Chrys-
ler’s notorious power assist, Actually,
we heartily recommend the power rack-
and-pinion in the K-car, because it not
only feels firm and road-related, but
dlso speeds up the steering rdafioc by a
significant 20 percent.

Qur preview tests revealed two more
interesting tidbits, The brakes do their
share in stopping, but the ures don't.
Seventy-to-zero braking distances were
lengthy, at 227 feet, even though the
system was quite sensitive Lo modula-
tion and had excellent front-to-rear bal-
ance. Secondly, our coast-down proce-
dure showed the K-car to be an easy
roller, with a low 14.0-horsepower re-
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quirement at a steady 50 mph (com-
pared with 13.5 hp in a Buick Skylark).
Drag coefficients for the three body
styles are mediocre: they yary from 2
low of 0.45 for the five-door wagon to o
high of 0.51 for the two-door sedan.
Inside, you'll find much less confu-
sion than in your average pre-K-car
Dodge or Plymouth. The options make
sense. You need pick from only twe trim
levels, cloth or vinyl upholstery, and
bucket or bench iront seats. Buy the
Custom Dodge or Plymouth and you
get some wood-grain, buy the SE trim
for either and vou get more, but not
much. (A magnificent, all-black insiru-
ment-panel overlay was killed at the last
minute.) There really is no stnpper, per
se, The ventilation 15 excellent, with or
without air conditioning, Full carpeting
i@ standard; all seat trim is livable. The
SE interior is plush without decadence.
Instrumentation is painfully basic, with
a Tuel gauge and an 85-mph speedome-
ter backed up by the usual array of sor-
ry-abuuL-Lhat-il’s—airead}'—husted lights,
no matier how you litter the order sheet
with check marks. The most glaring
oversight: no backrest adjuster is of-
fered on any K-car seat.

e TR s

Th pesy angine 5 8 mooel of packaging &
Ficiency @t the expanse of power ollpul

To sum it up, we're surprised and
happy to say we're surprised and happy
about the K-car. Chrysler's erisis team—
veterans: tired: of the old way of domng
things, lots of Ford recruits, and a do-
or-die top management—has clearly put
together a car that's bound o kick hell,
here and there, This is the first made-in-
America little car with a sense of pur-
puse strict enough (o appeal to devout
import buyers, And all those house-

&4 bk (@ 4800 pm

holds across the heartland that have
| been postponing their inevitable move

ns
11 foa-it 2500 mm, 74 mpk
84 bhp (@ 4800 rom M4 2028
111 Ibisft 7 2800 . 70 mEh
92 bihp @ 4500 (pm a2 B1a
l _,miﬁ-ﬁ'@@eﬂm- Tamph
g S e = _LEE M

to elficient transportation now have one
fewer excuse for waiting. So if there is @
Chrysler Corpuration left to build K-
cars, there should be plenty of buyers
ready to take the dare in Mark Russell's
finale. —Dan Shermin

ﬂ

[Es tie for deep compuassion now,
For showing how loving you are. ..
Until he aski you to purchase o Chrydder . ..
That's going a It toa far.

e ——————————
Canzimusd
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M an gff-the-ouff talk o gutt writers on. the
accarteh of the infrodclion of the 1987 Chry-
ler- products, featuring the Kecars, the Reliant
andl Aries, Lee Jacorca said, wmong oiher things:

They don't bring a billion and a half 1o
you in a paper bag and say it's a gifi or a
grant. You go out and borrow the money,
vou pay the full rate plusa pc:cmmge
point for hand]mgt charges, and then you
must pay it back,

L had: nothing to do with {the K-car| be-
cause T haven't been here long enough.
Byt many peaple in the Chrysler Corpo-
ration three years ago did conceive and
put together a brilliant line of cars. [ve
talked 1o long-lead press people Far 30
years, and maybe the regular press might
embellish, and not understand the car
business, but the buff magazines. you
can't kid them. You either have havdware

We're in & prey gﬁmd poziticn. [LAW
president Dbu[.r,iusj Fraser keeps calling
me up and saying, “You're ina better po-
sitien this fall than GM and Ford,"' 1 F;H'p

calling back and saying, "Say that a cou-

ple more omes:will vou.!"

We gotta have the right kind of cars
and the right quality, But—I don’tsay this
lightly, because P've been in the sales.
business & long tme—I think our million
[ 1881 from-drive cars] are <ald out, with
any uptick in the economy,

1t oo bad Chrysler wasn't building

cars like [the Omni] for ten years,

A guy investing in an Omni/Harizon
or—I predict—in a K-car will probably
run it a year and get more than heé paid
for it And that, of cousse, proves a point,
We suire as hell must be short of ['LI.I.‘.I-:‘:’IH-
cient cars in this country, And we are;

It's a goed car, It's a sweet car. In all
iy vears of buildmg small cars, this is as
good as any I've been associated with,
And 1 can say that openly ta you because
T really had nothing o do with it It was
oo late to change it

As the nation goes, so goes Chrysler.

We had a high-level meeting with the
‘most influential senators: Tip O Neill had
1 luncheon for me and invited the heads
of &l the wop commitees of {.h.c House,

dary than 1 am. And U'm in a quandary.

Gm*'a'-nmnﬂ got [the country] inte thiy
jam i the fiest place. I for ten years they
hadn't - spﬁntf.‘iﬁ percent more than they
ook in .. - IF vou did that as a head of a
huus-chalt.h thay you're crazy, You'd
go bankrupl. ¥ou can't do that on a con-
tiniing basiz, but we do it a3 & country
and accept it as. g;gspel ‘Well, there's a big
howling peoteést this fall. | don't want 1o
make any pre*di‘f,nunﬁ, Bt it sgnihg lo:
amaze that Congress. Not just the admin-
istrition, .. Reagan fsn't going 1o melt
ta a fare-thee-well and may end up presi-
dent, because of what I'oy saving—not be-
cause I'm saymyg ot but because there's
substance 1o what Pm saying,

Thee auto business is the new whippmg
boy. I finally said to the White House,
How could we have all gotien so stupid
on the same day? The 22nd-biggest coun-
try in the world @ General Motors, and it
isn'table 1o break even, The U8, market,
which: thee Japs are hamng‘ for lunch, start-
ed al ten million [cars for 1980] and s
TUnning al five milbon domestic, I'm will-
g to accepl iy share of the responsibili-
tv. I have no alibis,

1 :ugg‘eﬂqd x.hat we've had so much
regula:iuu in this country, how about de-
claring an economic crisis for 24 months
and freexing all negula%mns in place, Ly-
ﬂ}'bﬁﬁ}' say, “frecde,” Everything. The air
won'tget dirty, More people won't get

and then we had the White House sum-
mit, Your leaders-are in more of & quan-

or vou don't lisve hardware. And U'm hap-
py to-be back in the hardware business.

killed hecause side beams or bumpers
aren’t meeting the new requirement,. @

Geas meto Mohy 1500 rpm Max test asead  WHEELS AND TIRES
| 329 76 38 mabk (5000 ram) | Wheel slze ... LEIxlan
] 1.89 13.2 &6 mah (5000 ram} | Whaal typa e R R —— stamped steel
1]} 1.21 206 BiE mah (4650 ram) | Tire make ard dizs . .:ocd,.-ear Arriva, P1E5/66R-14
I Ba 283 o5 mgh (3400 ram) | Testinflation pressures. F/R | ; 35/36 pa
DIMENSIONS AND CAPACITIES SAE INTERIOR VOLUME
Wheeloasn e B9UEIR | Front seat, 61outt
Track, F/R oo 51.6/87.00n | Rear seat | A cutt
Lenghh oo G178 0In | Trunk sgece s e i} 1 I 1ocutt
Width . ..BRGIn
PLYMOUTH RELIANT 5E Helght .o VA A 524 | INTERIOR SOUND LEVEL
| GrnLing CIBAFBAIEE o ivuinviaan i irnee e 4500 |Idie. £ Sl o B0 ABA
Vahlals typa: frant-onging, froatwhesldrive. S-passenger, | Curb walght, v 2840 g f Full- 1.?‘|I oitle accel eru Inn ; B2 dRA
2.dpar sedan Waignt distrizutisn, F/ I'i ..... B5.0/35.0% | T0-mph erulsing 75 das
Fua| eapacity L 130gal | TOmphoaBstAR. oo i ThdBA
Price as tewiacd: 36000 (estimated) | O capBERY .o ir i LA Bl
| PERFORMANCE
ENGINE SUSPENEION | Zere o Secords
Typa: 4-in-fing, watarcooied, cast-iran bieck and slumimum [Fro.. Jind, MesPharssn strit, cail dprings, anti-s«ay bar I0mak . o T PNy s
nead, 5 main bearngs = . .. rigd msle inbagral with two trailing armes ard an A0 PR - e BB
Bore x alroke 3445 3.62 in, B8 x B2mim enti-eway bar, Panhard rod, cofl springs S0mah ... ' " e vooe o B2
Oisplacarment voo-13Berin 221000 almph.... R iadaa 1D
COmprassan ratio ... f B.5:0 [STEERING F0mph s 16.2
Carkuretien .. .....o... tu2ibbl | Thpe oo i rach-gnd-oiran, powor-nssisted BOmph .. 24 1
valve gear . beltdriven nrwrl'aud eam, hiydraule (e | Turns lock-to-iock, , . i [P T 3.z QU 511 - PR AP 3B
Fawer (S8 neY) ., B4 bho & 4800 ram | Turning circle curbsbosgurl . _oovcoiaiisan i 34,3 1 | Stancing ¥-mile . -i8 3 S&L '3' 74 mah
Tarous (545 nes) 111 tos-H & 2800 ram | Teg spead | 96 mah
|BRAKES Braking, T0-0 MDA 11 bie s ; 227k
DRIVETRAIN | B3 s 0uin venten dise | Road hersepower & 50 mah 140 hp
Traramissian L dagpead '-‘ ..... 7.8« 1.2:In castiron drum | Aaadbalding, 2821t dla skicped 07l
Firal-drive ratiz 2691 '-‘cwe* assist covatuum | EFA estimated fuel accoomy 26 mipg

a6 CAR ‘and: DRVER



