AUDI QUATTRO Revolutionary 4wd turbo GT car!

SEPTEMBER 1980 « $1.50

EAGLE SX"4 The baby Eagle leaves the nest
CHRYSLER'S NEW K-CAR

Did Uncle Sam get his money’s worth!?

\

Chevv Datsun Ford Mazda Plymouth Toyota VW

g @.Mml REKUP COMPARO
DAL _ SP\ REPORT Pontiac’s little two-seater comes to life!




PREVIEW TEST

Plymouth Reliant SE
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+ Will Chrvsler survive? The whole
country's been wondering, from Stasz’s
Bar and Grill in Hamramck o the hal-
lowed halls of Congress. Over the Last
six months, speculation has run ram-
pant across the nation’s newspaper
headlines, with precious few affirmative
answers, Lee A Tacocea, Chreysler's
chairman of the board and also fhe nam
who pulled off the most complex finan-
cial clasing m history, imnsists the fornd-

eritip giant must not be allowed o go |

down, Uncle Sam, through the federsl
Il‘hl“' |__::'|_]E|,ri'|'|lll'l.‘ lH'IHJ'El., IELI}-" l'l‘;'l.llt'l.:l“{h-
and hall-heartedy agrecd.

SEFTEMBER 198D
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FHe it taken Your
Cliryvsler Deater to funch?
Did oy sl him' o symifiathy eard?
Wrlf-he zet o dozen voses f.l Y,
Av i takert of your vegard?

Clopirigls 19578 Ly Mk Rusel |l by permission

Amencan car consumers: don't seém

| 16 care one way or another. The lucky

few with cashior credin for a new auto-
mobile are buying Japanese-at unprece:
dented rates: The rest are having
enough trouble just keeping the rent
FHOTOGRAPHY BY GEORGE LEPP

praid and gas in the old bus for the daily
work commute. If there’s one thing that
could possibly shake buyers out of the
doldrumsand put Chrysler back o
the black, it's brand, spanking new
hardware, Afier all the thetoric, the
begging, pleading, and doomsday prog-
nostications, any company hves or dies
o the products it sells, In Chirysler's
case, unsold New Yorkers, Cordabas,
Ramchargers, and Aspens have been
bleeding the very lifeblood from the
corporation every dav, Now, nota mun-
ment oo soon, there's d chance for a
vital transfusion, the K-car,
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PLYMO

“K" is engineering lingo for the car
that will become the Plvmouth Relian
and the Dodre Avies the instant 11
touches down on showroom floors in
three bodv-styles—notchback two- and
four-door sedans and a hve-door wag-
o, Mot |'r]t]\_\.' 15 the K-car the most '-[]I't"
viewed " automaobile in history—acou-
rate phatogr aphs were di spensed
maonths ago to the press, and every con-
gressman was offered a prototype (o
est-drive—il also bears the weightiost
responsibility of any product since the
dawn of free enterprise. This car o8 the
rodayv-and tomorrow of Chrysler. the
very essence of the seventeenth largest
corporation i the country

Cradtfan and Blumenthal,
Add pre weve-natg, §insst,
Andd toeke youer Chyysler Dealer to lurech
He'von the Endangered Lt

Planners had little iden one des)
wotld be so crucial when they first set

pen Lo paper four years ago. The Omni/
Honeon line was almost r:.':uijr for intro-
duction at that time. Americans had just

resumed their big-car buying habits af-
ter Energy Crisis I, encouraged by plen-
tiful—albeit more expensive—huel sup-
plies. The K would replace the Aspen/
Volaré, and, for the first time ever,
Chrysler planners knew exactly whal
they wanted. The “blueprint™ letter that
set development in motion was seven
pages'long, whereas single-sheet de-
scriptions had typically launched new
Chrysler products in the past

What they wanted was a downsized
Aspen/Volare with every bit of fresh
technology Chrysler could afford, “This
wish jelled into a plan that has become
the anly accepted way to build a new se-
dan; a transverse hront-wheel-drive
powertrain; space-efficient, people-on-
ented bodvwork; and maximum mpg
through state-of-the-arl emissions con-
trods, small-displacement four-evlinder
engines; lightweight engineering, and
wind-tunnel aerodynamic tumng,

Four years 15 a long gestation period,
and as the world turned tapsy outside
Chrysler's engineering center, product
planners were tempred 0 bend the K-
car blueprint here and there. The suc-
cess of Malibus, Fairmonis, and, later.
X-curs suggested that perhaps a 99.6-

inch wheelbase was too small; one fac-
tion was anxious for astretch while
there was stll time. Likewige, V-6 en-
gInes became all the FAge, and several
planners wondered if the K-car's four-
evlinder-only design might miss the
ever oscillating market target.

e Ford gang, as it turned out, kept
the K-car true to orgnal concept. Har-
old K. Sperlich; Chrysler's new execn-
Live \':r'c-pr't‘ﬂ[h’::l[ of t‘ngmr:‘ling and
product development in 1977, squeesed
ofl one of those fabled hip shots in the
face of conflicting markel research.
What he did was freeze the K-car small,
as vou zee 1t here, 165 history now, but
the ayatollah proved Mr, Sperlich both
right and preseient. By the time lacocea
came on board i 19749 (followed by an-
other platoon of FoMoCo talent), the k
was preuy much locked in place, need-
ing only Washington-guar nteed cash
o finance 1ts way lhl'uugh developmen
and into the marketplace.

World events ax much as anything

[ ¢lse made the K-car exactly what con-

sumers and the Chrysler Corporation
alike need rght now. Prelimimary fuel-
economy ratings run from 23 to 26
mpg- The four-cvlinder is the engine ol
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