Chrysler LeBaron Convertible

Hats (;f}' to tops down.

® Since we published our preview test of
Chivsler's new B-based LeBaron in the
Oetober 1951
we've made an important discovery: the
Chrysler awfully
-the very antithesis, in [act, of the
Chrvsler Imperial we hated so much

1ssue of Coar andd Drrver,
LeBaron 1= an fce:
CAT"

onlv one vear ago. We spent a week
with one, and it tned eut to be & thor-
oughly likable luxury automebile;
smooth, comfortable, and very pleasani

to drve in all normal highway and
home-to-work commiiting .-J.\.\i_&llil‘]l.']!l'\'
Faced with the need lor a car to handle
a long weekend consisting of back-ro-
back trips of 200 o 250 miles cach; yr.
ali the LeBaron

evervthime else m the Car and Driver mo

svi, selecied ove
tor pool, a small flect that included the
new Scirocco, a very nice Remault 181, a
Volvo GLT Turbo wagon, & new Mercu-
v Lynx four-door, a Pontiae Grand Prix

PHOTOGHAPHY Y AARCH KILEY

Diesel, two Honda Civics, an

Arics K-
gar, our Daisun 200-8X project car, a
Volkswagen Jetta, and a Datsun King
Cab four-by-four pickup. Why? Because
I truly enjoved driving the LeBaron:
Now 've driven a LeBaron convert-
ible, and 1 like it every it as much as
the LeBaron coupe, maybe more. The
very sophisticated computer program of
finite element analvéis that stffened and
strengthened the body for topless oper-



LeBARON

ation, and the simple joy of driving a
converfible with the wp down—espe-
cially a4 convertible that's tight and rat-
te-free, with aerodyvonamics that reduce
wind bulfeting to perfectly acceprable
levels even with the windows down—
produce an automotive experience: that
tanks |1L_E:]i cn the scale of visceral, fun-
damental automaorive verities,
Convertibles are coming back, Buick
Riviera convertible
Porsche 1s very close to a 911 cabrioler,
Hemz  Prechter's American
Corporation” showed an Opel Ascona
( J-cary convertible at Frankfurt, and we
know that GM's domestc J-car produc-
ers are all studving the feasihility of a
Jrear convertible of their
We're going to see Mustang and Capri
converubles before long, and Japan
cannot be far behind. Japan never is,
Apparentdy, the reason that convert-
ibles went away in the first place was a
spurious ane, based upon the mistaken
bielief that the NHTSA—prmding slow-

will soon have a

Sunirool

VETY  OWn.

v, bur exceeding fine—would enace and
enforce a rollover-protection standard
that would make soft-top cars allegal,
This never happened, but that didn's
prevent manufacturers here and abroad
from dropping the
ok ol -:i1n|_r a4 hot rock

It's too bad that convertibles went
away as they did, ranning scared from a

converiibles way

monster that never materialiced, bur a
few vears spent without open cars will
now make 10 possible for us o welcome
them back with rekindled enthusiasm. A
convertible, top dewn, 15 simply another

level of automotive pleasure, a higher
platcan of motorized bliss that 15 unar-
tamable with T-tops or targas or sun-

roofs. A convertible with the top down
15 more like a motereycle or an epen-
cockpit arplane i the way that one
communes with the wind and the sun
and the scenery flashing by

Chrysler's
H“l.“.l entry [ill!.li:l| far the now NoL=-50-

LeBaron makes a  verv

new Chrvsler Corporation to get into

the convertible business. It's a solid

for the modifications—ithe
hacking and hewing—that must be done
to. convert a LeBaron coupe (o 3
LeBaron convertible. (Don Sherman de-
tails those modilications in his story on
page 4L} The car 15-as vghr as a nck
We drove the prototype over several

||.]:1l!:)1'1:|

miles of bumpy torture read at the
Chrvsler Proving Grounds, and were
never able to induce any cowl shake,
hood shake, o ratthing of the side glass
in the doors—all shortcomings common



o state-of-the-art domesac convertibles
of a tew years ago

I'he LeBaron convertible s gquite a
handsome car when s Lop 15 cliown,
with a silhouerte that s at first glance
Benz
It was decided to sacrifice rear

remaniscent of the Mercedes
SHOS]1
seats rather than trunk space n provid-
g top storage, and this helps the car's
top-down appearance.  Unfortunately,
s appesrance 15 less successful with the
top up. In consileration ol the fact that
there's nio hack seat, Chrysler’s design
ers simply did away with the coupe’s op-
era window and left the sail panel plain,
which creates a sort of Conestoga-
We're

tractor Cars: & Concepis arpued for a

wion effect. tald that -subeon-

T AT :||a41|'lr_~1-l.-.'1||rh-'.'. ol some kind, b

lost. We're with them. The car, sans

quarter=- or opera window, looks awk-
ward with its top raised. And, unforto
mately, we all know that convertbles-
especally m pornhern climes—spenid
the bulk of their tme with roofs raised,

['he. bracng and remforcements in-
stalled 1o restitfen the « RIS |||:.|:E:. aller
its rool 18 :-._|'.'.|'|| ||H |'|,'._|,]l'. don’t JII:ILL'
any appreciable difference in the sus-
pension or s performance, nor, |
guess, should we expect them to. This
agin s untortumate, becanse the stan-
dard LeBaron suspension is preiy [lab-
by, based upon Detroi’s unshakable be-
lief that soft,

SIS [HETINEOT] Mmovements are |h'.' |||.|'||.1'~'|"‘r

relatvely uncontrolled
and hl:':'u}.ll.'.'-l way 1o i:'|;|1.|lli a “‘teeling”

ol luxury. Europe knows beter. For
them, lixuey is conteol. All those Euro-
pean cars that knock evervbody's socks
ol feature more sophisticated damping
anc control than anvone i thas countey
las ver been willing to bunld—the new
Camaro and Firebird being the lone ex-
ceplions 1o this dreary radinon. Simi
larlv, the LeBaron's steering  leaves
much to be desired. I this smple area it
repeats the cardinal sin of every one ol
its land-vacht predecessors, Chirvsler's
old recirculating-ball steermg gpear al-
witys inparted a Novocaim-numb: non
tecling al the steering-wheel rim, and
Chrysler's engineers have managed 1o
transfer that numbness mtact 1o the K-

Here
th-ligl 1tful

car's rack-and-pinion. Too bad

were  we e an otherwise
Amercan car, pleased as punch ar the
E;Ig;l.—cur'l. it Eave s, vel ‘\.il‘_:‘.ti.'l.:l' annoyed
at 15 unwillingness 1o stav on course
without constant attention and the in-
abality of its front wheels to stay stuck o
the pavement on washboardy sections
and frost-damaged rough spots

With complaints—ithe

top's appearance, the steering’s b

those  three
ness. and the suspension’s soliness—we
rést our case for the Chrvsler LeBaron
convertible and its Dodge 400 counter-
par
able adchiion o the country's automo-
Lve |_||:-11|1,||I||

mend it with the wupscale Medallion

It's-a damned nice car and a valu-

We'd certainly recom
interior and exterior trim—ihe hest part
of which is the very handsome and com-
fortable Mark Cross leather
and the oprional Misubishi 2.6-liter Si-
fent  Shafi b
pulls better than Chrysler's sinaller 2.2

InLEror—

enpinge,  Mirsubishi's

lter umie: that's all there 15t There's

also o heavv-duty suspension opuon

available, consisting of firmer sprmgs.
ter shock: valving, and a fatter trong

anti-sway bar, We saw one prototvpe












