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Plymouth Reliant

Flymouth Relignt 4-door sedan

WHAT'S NEW FOR '87

Plymouth's identical copy of the Dodge Aries K-car gets the
same changes as its twin: stainless steel exhaust system,
elimination of the mid-level SE series (leaving base and LE),
and addition of front bucket seats as standard equipment. All
1987 front-drive Chrysler cars get the stainless steel exhaust,
which is supposed to be more corrosion resistant than
aluminized steel. Speculation is that Chrysler plans to
streamline the K-car lines further, offering them in a single
series with few options choices, as has been done with the
OmnifHorizon America. Currently, the 2- and 4-door compact
sedans are available in base and LE trim, while the 5-door
wagon comes only in LE guise.

FOR

Economy * Cargo room = Warranties
AGAINST

Handling (base models) * Engine noise
SUMMARY

General Motors, Ford, Honda, Toyota, Nissan and Mazda have
all introduced new or redesigned compacts since the K-cars
debuted for 1981, so Reliant and Aries have grown long in the
tooth. They still are fairly roomy inside and offer good trunk
space for compacts, plus they're priced lower than most com-
parably equipped rivals and have better warranties (5
years/50,000 miles on the powertrain and body rust). We're glad

KEY: bbl = barrel jcarburetor); bhp = brake horsepower; torque =
pounds/feet; Cal. = California only; TBI = throttle body (single-point) fusl
injection; PF1 = port (multi-point) fuel injection; MFl = mechanical fuel
injection; ohy = overhead valve; ohe = overhead cam; dohe = double
overhead cam; | = inline engine; V = V engine; flat = horizontally opposed
anging; D = diesel; T = turbocharged; OD = overdrive transmission; 5
= standard; O = optional.







