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Dodge Aries
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Dodge Aries 4-door sedan

WHAT'S NEW FOR 87

The front-drive Aries K-car, Dodge's family compact and a twin
to the Plymouth Reliant, loses last year's mid-price SE series
but gains front bucket seats as standard equipment. Dropping
the SE series leaves base 2- and 4-door sedans and the
upscale LE series for all three Aries body styles (2-door, 4-door
and wagon). That may only be the first step in streamlining the
K-car lines; Chrysler reportedly is planning to give the Aries
and Reliant the “America” treatment that has been successful
on the Dodge Omni and Plymouth Horizon subcompacts. That
would probably include eliminating the LE series, making more
equipment standard and offering only a few options to reduce
production costs and retail prices. Chrysler has moved in that
direction the past two years, lumping popular options into dis-
counted packages. With bucket seats now standard, a 3-place

Handling is improved on LE models with the addition of 14-inch
tires, while the base sedans suffer some loss of grip with nar-
rower 13-inch rubber. We're glad to see bucket seats standard
this year because the fixed seatback on the previously stan-
dard bench seat was so reclined that it spoiled the driving posi-
tion and reduced rear seat leg room. Overall, these aren't the
most modern compacts or the best performing, but there aren't
many others that offer as much value in a family car.

2-door 4-door S-door

SPECIFICATIONS sedan sedan wagon
Wheelbase, in. 1003 1003 1003
Owerall length, in. 178.8 1785 179.0
Owerall width, in. 67.9 67.8 67.9
Owerall height, in. 52.5 52.9 53.3
Front track, in. 57.6 57.6 57.6
Raar track, in. 57.2 57.2 57.2
Curb waight, Ibs. 2317 2323 2448
Cargovol., cu. ft. 15.0 150 - 67.7
Fuel capacity, gal. 14.0 140 140
Seating capacity B 6 B
Front headroom, in. as2 388 385
Front shoulder room, in. 55.0 55.4 55.4
Front lagroom, max., in. 422 422 422
Rear haadroam, in. : 370 378 385
Rear shoulder room, in. 588 ¢ 558 « 558
Rear legroom, min, in. 351 354 348
BODY/CHASSIS

Drivetrain layout: transverse front enginefront-wheel drive. Front
suspension: MacPherson struts, lower control arms, coil springs,
stabilizer bar. Rear suspension: beam flex axle, trailing arms, coil
springs, stabilizer bar. Steering: rack and pinion, 4.0 turns lock-fo-
lock. Turn diameter, ft.: 34.8. Front brakes: 9.3-in. discs. Rear
brakes: 7.9-in. drums. Construction: unit.

bench seat with fold-down center armrest will be optional at Bhe ohe
no cost on LE models. ¥ POWERTRAINS -4 -4
Displacement, l'cu. in. 22135 25/153
FOR Compression ratio 951 9.0:1
Economy + Cargo room  * Warranties e givery TBI T8l
97@  100@
AGAINST Net bhp @ rpm 5200 4800
122@  133@
Handling (base models) = Engine noise Nettorque & rpm 3200 2800
Availability s 0
SUMMARY Final drive ratios
Entering their seventh model year, the K-cars are nolongerthe 3 5P0e¢ 00 marual 2761 3024
cornerstone of Chrysler's marketing plans, but they still ac-
count for a good chunk of Dodge and Plymouth sales. We've
always rated them highly as sensible family transportationand ~ PRICES (preliminary)
good value for the money, and that hasn't changed. A fully-
equipped LE sedan with the 25-liter engine, automatic popGE ARIES ey By =i
transmission, air conditioning and the Premium Discount s.doorsedan ... ... ... . ... ... . §7655 $6965 §7255
costs less than $11,000 under preliminary 1987 prices, d4-doorsedan . ... .............. 7655 6965 7255
plus Aries is backed by Chrysler's 5-year/50,000-mile warran-  LE 2-doorsedan ... ............. 8134 7233 7705
ties. The optional 2.5 engine and automatic is the best drive-  LE 4-doorsedan ... ... .. .. ... .. 8134 7233 7705
train combination available. The 2.5 is smoother, quister and  LE5-000rwagon .. .............. 8579 7624 8130
more powerful than the standard 2.2, and it gives Aries lively  Destination charge . . ... .......... 410 410 410

acceleration for a family car without much loss in fuel economy.

KEY: bl = barrel (carburetor); bhp = brake horsepower; torque =
poundsteet; Cal. = California only; TBI = throttle body (single-point) fuel
injection; PFl = por (multi-point) fuel injection; MFI = mechanical fued
injection; ohw = overhead valve; ohe = overhead cam; dohe = double
overhead cam; | = infine engine; ¥ = V engine; flat = horizontally opposed
engine; D = diesel; T = turbocharged; 0D = overdrive ransmission; 5
= standard; O = optional,

STANDARD EGUIPMENT (included in above prices):

2.2-liter (135-cid) TBI 4-cylinder engine, 5-speed manual transmission,
power brakes, front bench seat with center armrest, vinyl upholstery, upper
door frame and beht moldings, halogen headlamps, full carpeting, P175/
80R13 blackwall radial tires. LE adds: left remote mirror, special sound
insulation, bumper rub strips, AM ET radio, cloth bench seat, intermittent
wipers, luxury steering wheel, carpeted lower door panels, woodtone dash







