Consumer Guide 1988 — Plymouth Reliant

Plymouth Reliant

Flymouth Reliant LE 4-door

WHAT'S NEW FOR '88

Reliant, a front-drive compact that's identical to the Dodge
Aries, is available in only one price series for 1988 with
fewer options to choose from as Chrysler simplifies its K-
car lines and gives them the “America” treatment that
proved successful on the Dodge Omni/Plymauth Haorizon
subcompacts. Base prices have been cut by nearly $1300,
individual options have been reduced and more optional
equipment is available only in option packages. Last year's
base seriesis gone, leaving only the LE series for the 2- and
4-door sedans and 5-door station wagon. The only signifi-
cant mechanical change for 1988 is that an electronic lock-
up torgue converter now comes on the 3-speed automatic
transmission with either the standard 2.2-liter 4-cylinder
engine or optional 2.5-liter four. Last year, the lockup
torque converter, which is supposed to improve fuel
economy by reducing slippage between the engine and

transmission, came only with the 2.5 engine. A 5-speed
manual transmission is standard with the 2.2. The auto-
matic is optional with the 2.2 and required with the 2.5,
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SUMMARY

Chrysleristrying to use the same magic on the K-cars that
rejuvenated sales of the Omni/Horizon twins, They've
certainly got us interested with a base price of $6995.
Assuming you want more than a stripped sedan, how about
around $9000 for a Reliant with the 2.5-liter engine, auto-
matic, air conditioning, a sterec and few other extras?
That's cheaper than many subcompacts, plus you get
Chrysler's 7-year warranties on the powertrain and rust.
The K-cars have been designed for basic family transporta-
tion since they were introduced seven years ago, so don't
expectacompact luxury sedan or a BMW-beater for $9000.
In fact, don't expect a car that beats the Honda Accord
either, except in price. In these days of $15,000-16,000 Ac-
cords and Toyota Camrys, it's refreshing to see a fully-
equipped compact for less than $10,000. We recommend
the 2.5-liter engine as the best choice. The 2.5 has better
performance and less noise than the standard 2.2-liter
engine, and still returns reasonable fuel economy. The
interior is large enough to hold four adults with room to
spare (if you stick with the standard front bucket seats) and
the trunk has adequate cargo space. The K-car wagons
have decent cargo space for this class. Chrysler's come up
with another low-priced car that should appeal to value-
COnscious shoppers.

SPECIFICATIONS notbesk mtrak oo
Wheelbase, in. 100.3 100.3 100.3
Overall length, in. 178.9 178.9 179.0
Overall width, in. 67.9 67.9 679
Owerall height, in. 52.5 529 533
Front track, in. 57.6 57.6 57.6
Rear track, in. 57.2 57.2 57.2
Curb weight, Ibs. 2317 2323 2448
Cargo vol., cu. ft. i 15.0 150 67.7
Fuel capacity, gal. 14.0 : 14.0 14.0
Seating capacity 6 B st
Front headroom, in. 38.2 386 385
Front shoulder room, in.  55.0 55.4 55.4
Front legroom, max., in. 422 IR P
Rear headroom, in. 37.0 37.8 38.5
Rear shoulder room, in. 58.8 55.9 559
Rear legroom, min., in. 35.1 354 348

Drivetrain layout: transverse front engine/front-wheel drive. Steer-
ing: rack and pinion, 4.0 turns lock-to-lock. Turn diameter, ft.: 34.8.
Front brakes: 9.3-in. discs. Rear brakes: 7.9-in. drums. Construe-
tion: unit.

POWERTRAINS o ¥y
%placa_ment. e, in. 22135 25153
Fuel delivery TEI : TBI
3@ . %@
Net bhp @ rpm 4800 4400







