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Dodge Aries

Dodge Aries 2-door

WHAT'S NEW FOR '88

Dodge's version of the front-drive K-car has been trimmed
to one price series, the number of individual options has
been reduced to 11 (from 25), and base prices have been
cut by nearly $1300 compared to last year. Most options
will be grouped in packages this year. The identical Ply-
maouth Reliant lineup has been streamlined in the same
fashion as Chrysler gives the K-car compacts the
“America” treatment that proved successful on the Dodge
Omni and Plymouth Horizon. A single price series and

limited option availability helped Chrysler lower produc-
tion costs and retail prices on the Omni/Horizon. Body
styles continue to be 2- and 4-door sedans and a 5-door
wagon, all available only in LE trim. A 5-speed manual trans-
mission continues to be standard and a 3-speed automatic
optional, this year with a lockup torque converter that is
supposed to improve fuel economy. A 93-horsepower 2.2-
liter 4-cylinder engine with single-point fuel injection is
standard and a 98-horsepower 2.5-liter four, also with
single-point injection, is optional. The 2.5 is available only
with automatic. The K-cars debuted for the 1981 model
year and became Chrysler's volume family cars. However,
this could be their last year since Chrysler is known to be
planning a successor.
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SUMMARY

The K-cars are functional compacts that don't offer much
in the way of frills or thrills, but provide basic transportation
atavery reasonable base price of $6995 for the sedans. We
find the standard 2.2-liter four adequate for the K-cars, but
the optional 2.5 provides stronger acceleration without
using much more gas. In addition, the 2.5 is smoother and
quieter than the 2.2 by virtue of its twin balancing shafts
mounted in the crankcase. Since the 2.5 is available only
with automatic transmission, you have to order either the
Popular or Premium Discount Package, which raises the
price considerably, but we prefer the automatic to the 5-
speed manual, which has somewhat clumsy and awkward
shift action. Front bucket seats and a full center consale
also are standard, and we prefer that arrangement to the
optional 3-place front bench seat (a no-cost option) even
though it reduces passenger capacity to five. The bench
seat has a fixed seatback that's so reclined it forces an
uncomfortable driving position and drastically reduces
rear seat leg room. The bucket seats have adjustable seat-
backs that eliminate those problems. Qverall, the K-cars
are still very good value among compact family cars, and
much less expensive than most Japanese and domestic
rivals.






