Consumer Guide 1988 — Chrysler LeBaron

Chrysler I.Bumn Sedan/Wagon

WHAT'S NEW FOR '88

The front-drive LeBaron 4-door sedan and Town & Country
5-door wagon, based on the Chrysler K-car body and

Chrysler LeBaron 4-door

chassis (Dodge Aries and Plymouth Reliant) have a more
powerful standard battery and redesigned air conditioning
controls for 1988, A 500-amp battery is now standard in
place of a 400-amp battery. A fuel-injected 2.2-liter engine
is standard on the sedan, while a fuel-injected 2.5-liter
engine is standard on the wagon, optional on the sedan. A
turbocharged 2.2 is optional on both. This year, the turbo
2.2 has a new Mitsubishi-made turbocharger that Chrysler
saysis lighterand more responsive than the old U.S -made
turbocharger, though horsepower remains the same as last
year at 146. All three engines are available only with a
3-speed automatic transmission in the LeBaron sedan and
wagon.

FOR

Luxury appointments sPerformance (turbo)
AGAINST

Moise (turbo)
SUMMARY

The sedan and wagon are the oldest and least appealing of
the “Three LeBarons” because they're merely spin-offs of
the less-expensive K-cars, gaining only plusher appoint-
ments and a turbocharged engine option. Interior room is
pretty good for the compact exterior dimensions, though
some newer compacts (such as the Honda Accord and
Toyota Camry) are more spacious. The sedan and wagon
do have more interior room (particularly in the rear seat)
than the LeBaron coupea and convertible, Our first advice is
to save some money and buy a K-car instead of one of
these. Our second advice—if you ignore the first—is to
choose either the 2.5-liter or turbocharged 2.2-liter engine.
The 2.5 is the quietest and smoothest, and will enable you
to keep pace with traffic (Porsches, Corvettes and the like
excluded). The turbo 2.2 has a raucous, harsh nature, but
gives these cars spirited acceleration and brisk passing
response on the open road. If you want more power and are
willing to live with a noisier engine, than choose the turbo
2.2. Skip the non-turbo 2.2 because it has most of the turbo
enging's noise, but none of the additional power. Since
there are no substantive improvements over the basic K-
car package in the LeBaron sedan and wagon, we see
nothing here to get too excited about,

SPECIFICATIONS notehback o
Wheelbase, in, S 100.3 1003
Overall length, in. 179.2 179.0
Overall width, in. 68.0 68.0
Owerall height, in. 52.9 532
Front track, in. 57.6 . BTE
Rear track, in. BTN 3 i SV 572
Curb weight, Ibs. 2582 S 27505
Cargo vol., cu. ft. LT 67.1
Fuel capacity, gal. 14.0 14.0
Seating capacity (i3 &
Front headroom, in. 38.6 3B.5
Front shoulder room, in. 55.4 55.4
Front legroom, max., in. 42.2 42.2
Rear headroom, in. 37.8 .
Rear shoulder room. in. 55.9 55.9
Rear legroom, min, in. 351 348

Drivetrain layout: transverse front enginafront-wheel drive. Steer-
ing: rack and pinion, power assisted, 3.2 turns lock-to-lock. Turn
diameter, ft.: 38.1_ Front brakes: 10.1-in. discs. Rear brakes: 7.9-in.
drums (8.7-in. wagon). Construction: unit,

ohe ohe ohc
POWERTRAINS -4 14T -4
Displacement, l'cu. in. 2.2/135 2.2135 2.5M153
Fuel delivery TBI FFI TEI
a7 @ 146 i@ 100 @
Met bhp @@ rpm 5200 5200 4800
122 @ 170 i@ 133 @
MNet torque @ rpm 3200 2400 2800
Availability 3 0 s

1. 88 coupe, conv. & wan.
EPA city’highway mpg
J-zpeed automatic 2328 2025 23/28

PRICES (preliminary)

CHRYSLERLEBARON m ,m o
LeBaron 4-door notchback . .. ... .. .. 11286 9862 10575
Town & Country S-door wagon . ... ... 12889 11249 12070
Destination charge . . _ .. ... ....... 495 495 495
STANDARD EGQUIPMENT:

2 S-liter TBI 4-cylinder engine, 3-speed automatic transmission, power steer-
ing, power brakes, headlamps-on chime, full-length front console, tinted
glass, door courtesy lights, trunk/cargo area and underhood lights, ignition
lock light with time delay, Message Center (low fuel and washer fluid, door,
trunk/liftgate ajar warnings), left remote and right manual mirrors, visor
mirrors, AM & FM 5T ET, padded vinyl landau roof (sedan), cloth and vinyl
bench seat, variable intermitient wipers, premium wheal covers, P185/70R14
SBR WSW tirzs. Town & Country wagon adds: 2. 5-liter TBI 4-cylinder engine,
cargo area dress-up, tonneaw cover, liftgate wiper'washer.



OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT:

2_5-liter TBI 4-cylinder engine, 4-door . . . 258 245 265
2.2-liter PFl urbo engine . . ... ... ... 700 545 G444
Air conditioning . .. ... ... ... . ... a7 G86 742
Pearl coat paimt - .0 ool ool SR 41 35 38
High-back bucket seats w/center armrast,

4-door (Popular or Luxury Pkg. req) . . arg a 43
Low-back vimyl bucket seats wicenter armrast,

WEDON . o L e 206 175 140
Popular Equipment Discount Pig., 4-door . 1214 1032 117

WRGGN ;o &Ll ST S n e 1185 1007 1090

A conditioning, cruiss comtral, rear defogger, power mirmors, power deckliddifgate release, il
steering column, Moorrats, frunk dress-ep,

Luxury Equipment Discount Pkg.. 4-door . 2260 1921 2079
WEDGA . o bt Gt R e . 3 2 ) 2167 1842 1934
Papular Equipment ples 2 5-8ter engine. power windows, door locks, and driver's seat, lighted
V0P mirees, leather-wrapped steering wheel, wire whesl covers.

Mark Cross Pkg., wagon . .......... 1052 B%4 968
Leather 50750 sets, premium door pansls.
Protection Group, 4-door . . ......... 152 129 140
Wagon i s o e a0 7 83
Rear defogger - . L s 153 130 1M
California emissions pkg. . ... ... . ... 102 &7 94
lMluminated entry (Pop. or Lux. Pkg. req.) . 73 66 72
Power seat (left orbench) ... ....... 248 211 228
AM & FM STET cassefte . ... ....... 298 253 274
Conventional spare tire . . .......... ' 85 73 79

Locking wire wheel covers ... ... .. .. 182 155 167



