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Twu mew, rompletely redesgned cam
aiil & eambsic of issporiant, thaigh
lpsa spectscular, featmres highlight
Ford's and Mercery's 1980 car line
U

The most pelewurthy changes e
ibhe pew Ford Thunderbind amd Mer
vury Cougar XH-T. They're smaller.
lighter. and mare fuel sfflcieni, and
Beai¥ wn mn enlirely dafferemt chasasis
Alss new are Ford's fourspesd auto-
maiie verdnive Lrasamession [P,
Mg L heylesa door locks, and & new
electrufile oh gl Er-conine] ayslem

rewemi fuel lpvel. Turbachaged how oyl The new Thunderbind snd Cougas
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KH-T fits i o e Linesls. S e
eury division) are bunlt on o wnit-bady
chissta for Lhe firsd Lime this yeur, s
Ford has shandoned the srparaie
Frovmeamd: boed y consd roction in all ex.
i largest rard The Thandsrbird
KRBT chmssis is wery simiber boUhat af
ihe FairmaontEephyr, and i1 no eean-
cadirewe, winew the Fird compact was
st n whe Tead-bidl Bor Uhe mivk puie-
wonal-luxury-ear chasssa. That means
the wvariable:paths  raek-and.pans
, BLPUL FroaL fuidion, and
ELEring sy ﬂ‘.:upd.u e
T-hinl and Coagar are proven
refined over Dwe years of Fairmong
pfved i Linmn.
cumres boady w all new, Whale
Lthe exteriors are aignificantly
winkllar, interior dimeniisns are o
ax, or betler ibham, thoss of the
70 care, esporeally where rearseul
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Thendwbind has g ihiough  maeesy
changap Tapl moosl, 1055, il § -

humury caf, Cormend maded [ranih gensts-
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reom jn meaiurerd Dutsde, wheelbase
Eas bewn cul 5.5 inchies, to 1084, and
owverall length Bas Teen almshod by al.
mwsk 17 inikea i 15 for XB:T) 0.5 come-
pact-aiee T 1 b 3004 L Orevrald
vt i et i e e By Fo F e B, i
vhe cars pueovaide et Ler spaie Enide for
the pessengers Trusk spae s i
tl'l;:ﬂ by more than (e cubie Gpel

e A
wiight, smuiller engined. andor over
difive aulomatie 1Fa A belons have
bt Fubl evonomy by a8 much a8
fve mpg abave the 157% medels. For
Enstance, whore EPA compaaile ral-
bFggn |kl the 1870 Thupderitrd line al
L6 go b i, WRer 190807 arw el imatd
sl a sabid 30 mpy

Cherdrive meant mere mpg

Highway driving with ik 30y
c-inddh enpine and the aviomaix
sverdrive iransmassisn will probakdy
whow even bigger gasne. sisre spaoeds
aver 3 mph~wher the ovendrise
ke —arg fiol weed mach 6 he EPA
tosta That ssans whin you drive ikt
et 1fain af a sleady 55 mph, (he
mikeage yoa geL could b batier than
the EFA highway rating

Tha foar-spged vverdrive Trensmis-
winmy fa ysed om LTEE Manguia, Thun
derbird, ared XH-7 lines. 18's available
only with fhe 350 apd 36 Vi's In o
shori familianeation dove =ik sn
werdrivecquipped  Thunderbind, |
fimvdd head Lhe exira shill wna ennge
Liewwble fur the most part, theagh ap
and-Bpwn driving i the ITT16-35-mpg
range did produee reprated. ubdspect-
ed grar changes. Howower, Ford e
ortimieds that driving in that ooe
wpew] range b dome with the trans.
mismint; slector in L7 where the
pverdrive i not engogel, A1 55 mph,
the pvwemdrive gekr 3l amgine speed
weer G0 rpm, from just over 2000
e Lo o 19001 That sloeer engine
wpeedl is Lhe to fietl mblenps im-
POy e for versians of iliis
tranamismin Lo b used i more Fued
models. sapecially e smaller cam
wril @ sbmilar tyge in GM bag cam in
1881

Twes Vil's anw ilfarwdl im the Thun
derbard and Cougar: A pew 355-cu.-in
W in now stardard, and the 3037 that
was slandand ladl year e now Gption-
al The 351 b no Mingwr avadlable. or
nenlid, on Thusdirtard of XR-T
itk is atell availabbe for the full-
sipe coral, The new cam  lighter
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Ford wsed 1he sulsing 102 bleck o
thie bass for the nirm 258 VA The
S0ire theee-inch strofoe ws el imed,
but ke bore was peduced e .65
inchis from four. The 23% G
poumds Iess than the J0E, and thas

mwrans  additbssal weight
throughout the chassis.

A spocial offert was made 12 Thun-
derbird and XR-T 1o kewp the smpha-
ais om lwwory, despite the smaller sine
and lghter waight. Moiss levels inalde
afe compatihle b, oF even Tess than,
thoss im the 18978 mrm, though they
are ool eaxpected Lo be o low 5e pre
1978 eielels. Thosr ears maide the
ot of Pedvywright chassin and the
wparale type of com.
spribrtion. Carelal analyeis of ihe nes
dars will show thar they ane almos
duglicates of Chevrolet Monte Carlo
and Ponties Grand Prin bn important
featires like scor, pewer, perfer
masge, and lrvel of luyury appoint-
ke Thst means the Ford persena] -
leniary carm dre v longar pacist e,
but are marse il owars imsbradd

Interizen ol Thunderbind and XE-7
faatuwre nes sl ngmenk pane] designs
Lhat group warming lights and gauges
dizsxily
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ol thar driver, while fon-

trols mre pet byvwer gnd 84 the rght. An

epienal elettronic instrumeni panel

fratures  digital Far ‘the
meler, ptus s graphis fuel-levk]
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ARer my bl t-a-prmuil*-rh-riﬂ'l-
e, I'my ;o convinoed that dyptal
wpiedometors are betier ilan dial
iypes The dial types seem sasier 1o
itals, Ho think twice about paying e
ira fer & “moedern” leature thad sifers

Ewmission -conirol changes in all vn-
gine lines exeept the 131 incinde the
usar o mn ndditresad cacs |y oon e
& iiwn | the cose of VE epgines) lo-
ated heas io ke exBaust manifolda
Thires reach operading iemperulusie
quickly, and begin (o chean i 1Be ex-
haus sarlier 1han Uheé MR ooAv¥eTL:
¢F, wli o los nLed dow ol feadh ch e
exhawst sysiem The quicker aetion
Esrann (e ORYoriers clean up o
signs whes the engine is sull cold
ard ranning =il the chole m.

Ansther Wechnical esture B Ele
trunig Enging Contral 111, the latest
fefinrmenl of Ford's sopliinticeted
emibssjondsonirl saysbom. s stan.
dard om sl Lanool ke ansd 350 6. E-liteis
Engines, all California 255 (4.2
|5ter) amd 30k ab.0-Ti4er) engines. [m

merrs enyolve much ¢ beer Ooa-
korimg and directien of esging fane-
lions io werk =il an ocypen s
wnd aree-way caialysl grslam,

Ford's turbocharged foar-cylinder
ergrine, introduced oo fhe Mustang
Cageri Lasl ywar, i oilered with an su-
omatic tramkmission [or the firsd
Linr, asd will Be &n oplicn oo e
FairmonL Zephyr Bne. 11 can provide

perormacey, bul i rela-
tively noiwy ard wibmetian.prons in
muoal ppersling ranges The promised




an, inckating Caldsanis madele. fnging

fuelwsonomy bemefids of the feeroyl
inder engineg will be mastly lost (f you
maske msch use of The Tmrherhargers
hooat. That tan make the wrks faar
levem fiuel-msving than an sfficeet six of
a greater displace mana

Body wiylimg for ibe remainder of
the Ferd and Mercury qar lines, kg
afd wmall, remains syrprisngly un
chanpged. The LTD, Grapada, Fair
maont, SMustang. Pinio, Fuesia Mar-
quia, Fepbyr, Monarch, Capri. and
Bobssl offer anly slight tnim revi
wione, el hardly poticrabde shen
cempared with fhe 1379

Mew Fmastric radial tires are sian
durd on sl 190 Ford lines eooep
Heboat, Pinto, Maonarch, Gransida,

ared YVersaillss They fake higher in
Mation pressures —up e 1 pousids for
normal driving - lo reduie ralling re
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n v e ebie onhy wilkh suinmetes ir e
niad, [l i e peaAslie on WagETe

saslamoe andl imgpreve (el economy
Whiter, hrghter halogen  hiad-
lights are slasdard si all Food prod-
wrld encrpl Liramads, Monasch, Pinin,
Fiesta, ared Hobont, gs Lhe compansy
ol ifiued 1l Bighting changeover

Keyless locks

Bure o b a faverite opdbom wiiky
burers of the | 080 Lincolns, Thunder-
biweda, mmad XH-T's ba the keybess door.
and trunk.leck system. §t's operated
by eruchsonisiive buttons leesled om
thie gt miide of the driver's dir, aboes
b harsdle. Five paumbsred bulions,
#ach with a pair of numbsms, are aead
j@ wniek all doors, wnleck only the
driver's door, wnlatch che irank ook
o purm on lighie to U msbe i b but-

tone, the car's lvierver, and ik locks
The keyless system o comiralled by

Caap iremid on Thairpridrgd dand 35 T pao=ces § 00 ol yeabis
At 1o gy aciing o Dalvy sem. Liflower hasght i highy, o
thi Sadigi Rele b gred e body exta ilifine

vwn five-dig rombinations, ane made
il Gk foctory and beph as a perma-
nent part of the ar; the siber, you
make @p.

iU wery smpartant sddjise is the
option [wsts ikis vear i i relurn of
the Traetion-Lok limited-alip differ-
entia] e ibe full-sise Marquis snd
LTI The resizisng of thine cars last
yoar ibeluded s new, smaller rear-
axks issnmhly, afd thare wasn't Lifme
Lir dewd i @ h=uted-alap to A4 0L

Alickelin THX nires, which Ed Ja-
ol and [ Tniad s very effective in
giar lasdeng bl The T8 Mustang Twrbs,
are availallie oo cemain other models
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atfirler afitl cfss-scelioh, which can
mhu'liu[-r-u'ﬁlrm'l,ihd hnt e
ally hikes the price. They ride a bi
harder than mafe cofvenlional Ty
ihaagh the now .meirss Bawr P
mewid that gap, dus Lo iBeir bigh -
flation pressmres The impeewveimsnl
in handling widkh TEXs can b sub-
whimiial

Tow clever “Maidie™ wiradakield-
wailer syalem introdwresd on the 0
Muysiang Capri |s alss pyailabls on
megre mudela. H has 8 single nogade,
ared upes Boidic privciples bb owcilale
the slrpamn over the wholp windskicld
When voo ok af s, you ser & lan-
shape paitern., bud if you view if un-
der srobe laminstion, you'll se a8
sngle serpaniing  abream  oscllsts
acTesd the glas

The LTIR 1l and moeei- XRB-T Comgar
lings have bwen discondinued Thss
cars, moaminally indeymadiales, have
baem Lemporanly replaced by paiting
mawre emphasizs on ihe carry-eeer
Granada and Monarch for cme vear. A
new line will be introduced in WL @8




