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fwa Previous
counirywide resis have
proved extremely pop-
wlar with the readers
and the stafi of Mowor
Trend. The third vehicle to be selected
Jfor one of our long-term evalualions was
the all-new Ford Thunderbird. This vear,
the T-Bird is celebraning its 25th anni-
versary, and Ford engin ers have given it
ancther major doewnsizing as a birthday
gift. While suill a mid-sized vehicle, i
has last 5.5 inches af wheelbase, 17
inches of lengrh, and 700 peunds. Unit-
ized construction has replaced the previ-
ous bodv-on-frame configuration, and a
new TR suspension system is being of-
fered for rhe firse time.

The 1980 Thunderbird represenis the

Tesy

ninth pgeneration of the margue. We
wanied 1o find out just how well Ford
had managed to pull off fis latest experi-
ment in personalized  transportation. so
we ordered the latest "Bird with all of the
important luxury and performance op-
tians: 3.0-fiter engine, TR suspension,
Recare seats, electronic dash, and the
Luxury Exterior Group. The whele thing
was frimmed in g monochromaric rendi-
ion of Bitrersweel-Glaw metallic.

When we jirst saw the car, we were

frankly a tad unceriain as io how rhe
_,f.i'm'.' v rJ__r" '|'|'_|'|l.'|'r_k: :'.f.‘ii:j Jack Telnack’s la-

bors were going to play throughour the
country. Although design input was con-
trituted by William P. Bover and Arthur
I, Querfield, both of whom had been in-
strewmenial in drawing up the original T-

Bird, one would be hard pressed 1o poini
Gl many carrvovers in the new car. Ford
touis the new Thunderbird’s sivling as
the “leading edpe of contemporary de-
sign.” We at MT wiew it as slightly con
croversial, to put it mildly. Early sales
figures indicate that people are buying
the new 'Bird, but they're not exactly
storming inte their local dealerships.

During the course of eur countrywide
testing., we pui the Thunderbird into rhe
hands af five siaff members. Throuphout
the course of four months, It alrernarely
fived on the East and West Coasts and
made fwo Cross-couniry jawnts fa the in-
terim. We managed to run wp close to
15,000 miles on the car, exposing it 1o
the entire range of climatic and highway
vonditions, The resufts follow,
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Thunderbird ==
“The fact that, in
not many more
years, no one will
produce a car like
this makes me sad
indeed ... "

by Ted Orme

ursing and whining. I reluctantly

agreed to my editor’s simple dic-

tate. “Just drive it home and see
how vou like 1t,” he said, with a twisted
grin, It wasn’t that 1 had anything
against T-Birds. but. cripes, home was
2600 miles away, this was the dead of
winter. I'm pushing 40, and . . ..

All 1 could think of as 1 positioned
the car due east, away from the bright
California sun and into the threatening
gray murk of the hinterland, was that in
the time it would take me to drive 1o
the state line, a fast plane would have
already set me down only 10 miles
from my snug bungalow on the banks
of the Potomac.

Yet, by the time 1 got to Needles,
California, my atitude had changed, |
had settled into a nice driving mood-
radie turned on, mind turned off. body
relaxed and comfortable. The little
Escort radar detector sat alertly on the
dash, and the car was eating up miles
with aplomb. For the first of many
times 10 come, 1 found myself thinking,
“Damn. this is a nice car.”

As | cut farther into the magnificent
and varied U.S landscape, my ap-
preciation of the T-Bird grew. The car
tracked effortlessly at all speeds. steer-
ing was precise and responsive, and the
brakes brought the car to a controllable
halt in a respectable distance. The op-
tional 302cid V-8 felt very strong com-
pared to engines in other cars of jts

class. And. from a dead stop. the T-
Bird could even elicit an almosi-forgot-
ten squeal from its rear tires. Teamed
with Ford’s new overdrive automatic
transmission, the car was also surpris-
ingly efficient. My top mark for the trip
wias 24 mpg. with an overall average of
20 mpg at speeds well in excess of the
double-nickel.

The TR-type tires. cast aluminum
wheels, and beefed-up shocks and sway
bars gave the car a sporting character
that | liked. It cornered flatter and with
less understeer with these options. but it
rode decidedly sulfer. In fact. one
rough stretch of Route 40 made me

think I was riding on railroad ties: nor-

did the car ever miss letting me know
about every little tar strip on the high-
way, But such annoyances seemed like
a small price 1o pay for an overall feel-
ing of mechanical competence and tight
construction.

Inside the car, | got the feeling of
SpuciGUnne.-i.q. Visibility was excellent
with the exception of the heavy C-pil-
lars, which created definite over-the-
shoulder blind spots. The ride was un-
usually quiet when the “‘premium”™
sound system was off, When it was on.
this six-speaker electronic-search stereo
with Diolby and power amphber was as
good as any original equipment unit

I've heard. Also impressive was the daz-

zhing display of electronic instrumenta-
non and options, which ran the gamul
from very functional and well designed
te purely silly {(does one really need a
coded keyless entry system?). They all
worked perfecily, however, and it was
easy to understand why Ford leads in
this category. My only real complaing
was with the row of diagnostic warning
lights positioned above the main panel.
where they were partially blocked from
view by the steering wheel and hard 1o
read in the bright sunlight,

The single most wonderful option for
cross-country driving. or any driving for
that matter. were the optional Recaro
seats. My first impression, and that of
most others who tried them later, was
that they were unduly hard, But afer
logging 2600 miles in four days in
them. with less muscle fatigue than |
would have thought possible. 1 never
wanted o part with them. They were
rather hike the car: the more ume you
spent in them. the more you apprecial-
cd them.

By the time I reached my friendly
little home, | had pronounced the
Thunderbird a premier touring ma-
chine. The only question remaining
was, would this very favorable impres-
sion hold up in everyday family use?

A month later, my opinion of the car
was still high, with a few detractions.
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“Downsizing has

unquestionably
improved the
breed. .. ”

by Bob Nagy

articipation in an MT country-
P wide test is always a learning ex-

perience. In this particular go
round. | drew the intensive course: a
glorious 10-day excursion through 11
states and two seasons. [t began in the
cold and snow of Detroit and ended up
where all pood automotive stories
should, in the sun and fun of Los An-



After all, finding a perfect car 1s even
rarer than finding a 10-rated woman.

The overdrive automaltic, it turned
out, liked the open road a lot more
than it liked the city. It tended to get
confused in the 35-mph range about
whether it was supposed o be in 3rd or
overdrive. The result was a bothersome
rhunking back and forth. Flaws in the
pinstripes and door trim and the cheap,
ul-fitting rug and cardboard panels in
the trunk became more glaring when
you lived with them awhile

Friends and neighbors were dismayed
at the nearly $11.000 price tag. but |
explained that could be shaved consid-
erably with a more judicious selection
of options. And some, like me, didnlt
get off on the styling but thought the
performance impressive. Others weni
the other way and couldn’t see why
Ford would want 1o screw up a fine car
with those awful seats and that stiff sus.
pension.

But, after a month and almost 3000
miles of all kinds of driving under all
kinds of conditions, | can say with con-
fidence that this gutsy. agile and com-
fortable car satisfied my needs and
those of my Family just fine, except for
one fatal factor—fiel CCONOMY.

A lew vears ago, this car would have
been a monster on the sales charts. But,
let’s face it, a 16- to 17-mpg town car
just won't do anymore. Despite the mew
shape, size and weight of the “all new”
Thunderbird, events of the past vear

ave rendered it an anachronism before
it ever hit the streets. Detroit knows this
and is embarked on a course of drasuc
change at full speed.

Maybe that is what made me so sad
when [ finally turned in the T-Bird.
From my seat in Washington, 1 have
chronicled the laws and trends that
would affect those changes. [ was ready
to accept and, in fact, embrace the new
breed of small, fuel-efficient autos. But,
damn. that Bird was a nice way to get
around. And the fact that. in not many
more years, no one will produce a car
like 11 makes me sad indeed.

geles. The last three days were the com-
prehensive final exam, During that peri-
od, I averaged more than 700 miles per
day. Thanks to the vigilance of numer-
ous state police. this per diem quota was
met at a far more leisurely pace than |
had hoped ror.

It was a reéunion of sorts for the "Bird
and me. Our first meeting had come at
the Car of the Year testing, and | re-
member not being too impressed with it
then. This time, | came away with a
much better appreciation of what the
car is aboul

Downsizing  has unquestionably im-
proved the breed. Along with the pass-
ing of the Thunderboat Era has come
some overdue emphasis on this car's
handling ability—and kudos are certain-
ly in order on that front. The new

Jack McAlister had $12,000
worth of power tools.

Here’s why he sold them.

“My shop was equipped with commercial tools in which I had
an investment of $12,000 or more. [ sold all my machines ata
nice profit, and purchased one Mark V. . . I can do anything |
was doing on all the machines, this gives me a lot more room
and | have several thousand in the bank. What more could |
ask for?” — Jack McAlister, Tucker, Georgia -

Jack McAlister found something out
that a lot of woodworkers at all
levels already know. You don't
need a shop full of expensive power
equipment to do just about any job
you could imagine. All you needisa
Shopsmith Mark V.

The 5-in-1 tool that does it all.

The Shopsmith Mark V is actually a
complete workshop in a single,
compact unit no bigger than a bi-
eycle. [t includes the five basic
power tools no home shop should
be without.

It's powered by a rugged precision-
built motor that any power tool
owner would be proud to own. And
it can do more than your standard
power tools because it actually lets
you borrow features and set-ups
from one tool to enhance the capa-
bilities of the others. So you can
tackle jobs you now wouldn’t dream
of doing yourself. And, thankstothe
Mark V's built-in precision and con-
trol, you'll do them successfully.

Maybe it's time for you to find out

what Jack McAlister and over
350,000 Shopsmith owners al-
ready know. Mail the coupon for
all the facts today.

Don't you owe it to yourself to find
out rmore about the Mark V — the
single piece of equipment that can
actually replace $12,000 or more
in power tools — vet costs less than
1/10 that figure?

The Shopsmith Mark V —
the tool to start with . . .
the system you grow with,

Suee Shopsmith Inc.

Dept. 2389
750 Center Drive
YVandalia, Ohio 45377

Yes! Please mail me your FREE Infor-
maton Kit an the Shopsmith Mask &
| understand there s no oblgation

Mame

Address
Ciiyr
State Zip
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